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Soldiers and airmen who participated in 2026 Olympic

Games in Italy meet with Secretary of War Pete

By C. Todd Lopez
Department of War (DoW)

APRIL 20, 2026 - Soldiers and
airmen who participated in the
2026 Milan Cortina Winter
Olympic Games in Italy with the
World Class Athlete Program
visited the Pentagon April 17.
During the visit, the athletes also
got an unexpected opportunity to
meet with Secretary of War Pete
Hegseth.

"I welcomed 10 American Olym-
pians — who also wear the uni-
form to the Pentagon,"
Hegseth said via social media.
"They represent the very best of
our nation."

This isn't the first time the secre-
tary has talked with the world-
class athletes. In advance of the
Olympic Games, he called them
directly to wish them luck in the
competition.

The visit highlighted the War
Department's support for service
member athletes and reinforced
military appreciation across the
sports community. During their
visit to the Pentagon, the athletes
and their leadership met with the
secretary, toured the Pentagon
and also met with their respective
military service branch leaders.
Olympic bobsledders Army Spc.
Azaria Hill and Sgt. Frank Del
Duca said their focus on fitness
as Olympic athletes and soldiers
aligns squarely with the secre-
tary's fitness standards.

"We are definitely big on fit-
ness," Hill said. "That's kind of
the basis of what we have to do
— what we do day to day."

Hill is a motor transport operator
in the Army and a bobsled brake-
man as an Olympic athlete. Dur-
ing the 2026 Winter Olympics,
she and her bobsled driver
ranked in fifth place in the 2-
woman bobsled competition.
Del Duca, who joined the Army

a little over six years ago, is an
infantryman and also a bobsled
driver.

"Fitness is a huge part of my per-
formance as a soldier, as well as
my performance as an athlete in
the World Class Athlete Pro-
gram," he said. "I do both, and I
have to stay sharp and fit for
both. And then there's also the
positive benefits just to your gen-
eral health as well. My obliga-
tions as a soldier require a high,
high level of fitness, and that
spreads to every part of my life."
As a soldier and an athlete, Del
Duca said there's a balancing act
that has to happen to make sure
everything gets done right.

"It's full time for both," he said.
"Sometimes the slider will shift
one way or the other, depending

on the time of year. So, during
the Olympics and during the
competitions to qualify for the
Olympics, I'm doing mostly
World Class Athlete Program
things. Then that immediately
shifts after the season, and I go
do my infantry things."

Del Duca said he was excited to
meet with Hegseth and said the
secretary was impressed with
what he saw from the athletes.
"He just had a lot of support for
our program and what we're
doing, both as soldiers and then
in the athlete program," Del
Duca said.

In the 2026 Winter Olympics,
Del Duca and his teammate came
in 4th in the 2-man bobsled com-
petition.

Both the Army and the Air Force

NRA honors Anthony Imperato
from sports-Military 2

lanthropy, patriotism, and corpo-
rate citizenship can and should
live under the same roof.

Imperato's leadership style has
always stood apart in another
important way: he never allowed
his role as founding CEO to put
distance between himself and
the customer. For more than two
decades at Henry Repeating
Arms, he personally answered
emails and took phone calls
from the very people who
bought the company's firearms.
In an era when many executives
become inaccessible the moment
they reach the corner office, Im-
perato remained connected to
the customer experience, a con-
nection that became central to
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Henry's identity. That personal
involvement helped set a stan-
dard for customer service not
only within the firearms industry
but across any industry.

He was equally willing to chal-
lenge convention in the way fire-
arms were marketed. Imperato
broke with industry norms by
pushing Henry into non-tradi-
tional publications, networks,
and even infomercials, refusing
to accept that firearms advertis-
ing had to follow a narrow, pre-
dictable script to the same
audience over and over. That in-
stinct to think differently helped
expand Henry's reach, broaden
its audience, and give the com-
pany a voice unlike any other in
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the business, ultimately growing
the number of customers for the
industry as a whole.

At the center of it all has been a
clear and consistent point of
view. Imperato did not build
Henry Repeating Arms by chas-
ing trends or bowing to outside
pressure. He led with clarity, in-
dependence, and long-term con-
viction. He reconnected firearms
to American history and values
without letting the company get
trapped in nostalgia. He cham-
pioned freedom, self-reliance,
craftsmanship, and reliability
while advancing the business. He
proved that tradition and innova-
tion are not opposing forces, but
partners.

"The NRA Golden Bullseye Pio-
neer Award is an extraordinary
honor, and I am deeply grateful
to receive it," said Imperato. "I've
spent my life in this industry be-
cause I believe in what it repre-
sents. I am proud of what we
have built at Henry Repeating
Arms, and even more proud of
the people who helped build it
with me. This recognition means
a great deal to me because it re-
flects not only where I've been,
but what Henry still stands for
today."

The Golden Bullseye Pioneer
Award recognizes individuals
whose leadership and vision have
left a lasting mark on the fire-
arms industry. In honoring An-
thony Imperato, the NRA
recognized a man whose legacy
reaches well beyond the com-
pany he founded. It is a legacy
built on conviction over conven-
ience, service over status, and an
unshakable belief that American
fircarms manufacturing, done
with integrity, still matters.

For more information about
Henry Repeating Arms, visit
HenryUSA.com.

run a World Class Athlete Pro-
gram, where athletes can work
with expert trainers within the
military as they prepare for
world-class competitions — such
as the Olympics — while at the
same time, be service members
and have a future job after their
competition days are over.

The program serves both the ath-
letes and the military, said Eli
Bremer, an advisor to the Air
Force's program.

For athletes, Bremer said, pursu-
ing Olympic dreams while serv-
ing means a much more stable
and greater level of support than
what they might get going it
alone. As civilians, athletes often
find it hard to both train to the
level they need to train and also
support themselves. So, for

many, it's a struggle to be an ath-
lete. However, joining the Air
Force or the Army through the
World Class Athlete Program
means those athletes can use their
training and athletic performance
as part of their career.

"It's really hard for them to hold
jobs and have even consideration
of a career while training for
competition as a civilian,"
Bremer said. "That's why the
military is such a positive aspect,
because we have a program that
allows them to pursue ... the
Olympics for the United States,
but after that, it's also an off-ramp
into a real job."

And for the military, Bremer said
those stellar athletes in uniform
showcase to the whole world two
of the things the military is all

Hegseth

The visit highlighted the War
Department's  support  for]
service member athletes and|
reinforced military apprecia-
tion across the sports com-
munity. During their visit to
the Pentagon, the athletes
and their leadership met with
the secretary, toured the Pen-
tagon and also met with thein
respective military service
branch leaders.

about: fitness and discipline.
Program athletes advance their
own goals by serving, but they
advance the military by being
top-level ambassadors who au-
thentically demonstrate what the
U.S. military is capable of
achieving. When they share that
they both serve in uniform and
represent their nation at the
Olympics as athletes, they make
military service appealing to
young Americans who also value
fitness, discipline and patriotism
and who are looking for a place
that will make use of what they
know they can bring to the table.
"It's a symbiotic relationship,"
Bremer said. "Athlete endorsers
are the highest sought endorsers
.. and these authentic testimo-
nials are the gold standard. And
so, what we have are some of the
world's greatest athletes who
have actually joined the military,
who are actually serving the mil-
itary, actually pursuing a career
in the military — you cannot get
a better testimonial ... than that."
Following their visit to the Pen-
tagon, the athletes traveled to Na-
tionals Park in Washington,
where they met with the team
during batting practice and were
recognized before the first pitch.
Just before the start of the game,
the Olympic athletes took the
field and welcomed the Nats to
their positions.

ilitary Book Selection: ‘Passport to Freedom:

From Tehran to Triumph”... from sports Military 2

ble everything on a document
that could save or destroy him.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nizam Missaghi, M.D., is an Ira-
nian-American physician. He left
his native Iran after the comple-
tion of high school due to being
deprived of access to higher edu-
cation as a religious minority in
the Islamic Republic. He com-
pleted his undergraduate studies
at the University of Virginia and
pursued his medical education at
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of Medicine. After
completion of his residency in
anesthesiology, he moved to the
Phoenix metro area, where he is
a founding member of Grand
Canyon Anesthesia and a clinical
assistant professor of anesthesi-
ology at the University of Ari-
zona School of Medicine and
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Matching

Every donation is tax
deductible.

100% of the proceeds help
save the lives of people
needing organ transplants
on MatchingDonors.com,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.

He currently serves as the
chairman of the board fon
the Iran Human Rights
\Documentation Center,
where human rights abuses
in the Islamic Republic are
investigated, verified and
documented.

Midwestern University.

He currently serves as the
chairman of the board for the
Iran Human Rights Documenta-
tion Center, where human rights
abuses in the Islamic Republic
are investigated, verified and
documented. He is the author of
multiple articles in Persian and
English that focus on human
rights and Iran-related matters.
He has given multiple presenta-
tions about social psychology
and human behavior. He is also
the founder of The Simpatico
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Foundation, a nonprofit organi-
zation headquartered in Arizona
that promotes diversity and the
arts.

Born American, raised under
theocracy

At a time when authoritarian re-
gimes cloak oppression in the
language of culture and faith,
Missaghi’s unbelievable journey
reminds us what is lost when
conscience is outlawed — and
why America remains a refuge
worth choosing.

“Passport to Freedom: From
Tehran to Triumph,” published
by Regalo Press, will be released
in September on 22, 2026 and
will  be available from
https://us.amazon.com/Passport-
Freedom-Nizam-Missaghi-M-
D/dp/BOGRIB1T74
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO DONATE A KIDNEY TO SAVE A LIFE
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT, REAL ESTATE, OR PLANE!

We take donations in
any condition, with
fast, free pickup.

Call us at 781-821-2204

or donate online at

MatchingDonorsDonations.com
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